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of the distributions so fur charted. The Protestants are found for the
most part in the west and in the cast. The Catholics occur down the
centre of the country and along the south. Clearly these divisions have
no direct relation to the topography, since the lowlands contain both
Protestants and Catholics, while the mountains of the Oberland and
of the Orisons are Protestant, and those of the main Alps, the Ticino
area, and the Forest Cantons arc Catholic. Nor do the religious limits
agree in the least with those of language, as is the case in most countries.
The French-speakers curiously enough arc, on the whole, Protestant;
while the rather primitive isolated folk of the Grisons, whom we
.should expect to be Catholic, also belong to the Reformed faith.
The reasons for this distribution are quite complex, and only a few
of the salient reasons can be mentioned here. During the critical years
of the Reformation the personal influence of certain reformers was of
great importance. Thus Zwingli had a strong following in the town
of Zurich, while Vnclianus also influenced the region of St. Gall towards
the Protestant faith. Hallcr and Farel in the region north of Lake
Geneva gained many converts. At a somewhat later date Calvin made
Geneva a focus of Puritan ideas, though today this district has
become rather Catholic again. In the Grisons the animosity against
the bishops was bitter, and the peasants accordingly swung toward the
new faith.
Economic conditions affected the problem here as everywhere*
It is stated by some writers that the reformers opposed the practice
of the Swiss serving as foreign mercenaries. These soldiers came largely
from Fribonig and the Forest Cantons, and perhaps their dislike of'the
reformers helped to keep these districts in the Catholic fold. It will
also be noticed that the main corridor of travel across Switzerland,
from Basel to Lucerne and so up the Reuss valley to the Saint Gottharcl
Pass and Ticino, remained solidly in the * old faith; perhaps because
there was a tendency for many abbeys and church lands to be con-
gregated in this district.
Tn conclusion may I quote from my book Environment and Nation
the following passage:
Our greatest interest in the study of Switzerland is surely due to its representing
in its diversity a little world in itself, With its two different religions, four commonly
spoken [and official] languages, very varied environments, and with no very natural
centre, it is amazing that it has developed a vivid Nationality. It has been stated that
the love of liberty and the love of mountains are the sole links uniting its many